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On the Application of Punitive Damages in
Environmental Tort in China

Wang Sufen,Li Nongnong

Abstract: The rapid development of economy makes environmental problems gradually come into people’s vision as well.
The gradually increasing environmental disputes cause that the traditional relief ways of environmental tort are not able
to protect the interests of the victims well.Therefore,the introduction of punitive damages system in China’s environmen-
tal tort cases is not only of necessity,but also has practical feasibility.However,to establish the punitive damage system
in China,the specific types of cases need to be considered,and the specific conditions applicable to the system should
be in accord with.At the same time,under China’s special national conditions,problems like the strict proof standards,
the limited plea subjects and the restriction of the compensation amount should be paid attention to in the applicable
punitive damage system of the environmental tort.

Key words:environmental tort;punitive damages ; sustainable development
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