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discussing how they foreground individual experience and agency in history. The author believes that all
these efforts helped lay the theoretical foundation for integrating historical research with memory study
andthat memory study has methodological historiographical and ethical implications for historical study.

Memory study deploys a new conception of historical temporality which is significantly different from the
modernist assumption of the death of the past as the basis of historical understanding. Yet incorporating
memory and trauma into historical representation also means to acknowledge and accept differing status of
analytically recuperated “facts” and victim testimony in historiography. In the end the author concludes

it remains to be seen or to be debated whether and how these different approaches to history memory and

ethics can help constitute a viable and coherent mode of historiography.

From Quantitative Historiography to A New Historiography of Big Data and Computational
Thinking: Reflections on the New Tendency of Quantitative Historical Research in the West//
Han Jiong

Since the information revolution the main question confronting today’s historians is whether historical
writing can transcend “the trap of definite quantitative determination” and become a historical science
using Big Data and computational thinking. Quantitative research has helped historians to locate hard
proof making historical study more a science. Examples of which are the practices of histoire serielle and
Cliometrics ( the new economic historiography) . Meanwhile there is also the need to combine quantitative
and qualitative methods. The author contends that this combination would lead to a new historiography of
Big Data and computational thinking. His article consists of three parts: 1) How quantitative research helps
ensure the scientificity of historical study; 2) The development of quantitative method in EuroAmerican
historiography; and 3) Reflections on the application of quantitative method in historical writing as seen
today. He concludes that if used properly the quantitative research using Big Data and computational

thinking can revolutionize the study of history in the near future.

A Study of the Compilers of The Victoria History of the Counties of England// Jiang Qizhou

The Victoria History of the Counties of England ( VCH) has been the most well-known local history
series in England since the end of 19th century. Its compilation also reflected the change of English
historiography. At the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries English historiography was going through the
process of professionalization. Local history writing such as the VCH had begun being compiled by
amateur historians who by modern standard did not possess the full sense of academic autonomy or
professionalism. After the professionalization made more strides the compilation of VCH also moved to
University of London from the 1930s; amateur historians” work became sneered upon by professional
historians. In the post World War Il years as the professionalization completed local history compilation
became an independent brach of historiography. It was professional historians who completed the

compilation of VCH in the end.

A Unique Approach to Women's History: A Study of Gerda Lerner’s Analysis of Gender//Han Yi
Jin Lijie

Gerda Lerner is one of the founders of US women’s history as well as of African-American women’s
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history. She is also the first historian who argues that women’s history needs its own methods and tries to
introduce gender as a category to interpret history. Her analysis of gender is deconstructive holistic as well
as multi-dimensional. The use of gender is of help to break out of the linguistic and conceptual constraints
on women's history. It helps historians to see women as an independent entity with shared commonality.
Meanwhile it also draws attention to diverse experiences of women by placing them in social and gender
relations and demonstrate the general characteristics of gender history. The premise of Lerner’s analysis of
gender seems to have some inherent problems. But her approach remains quite effective in studying

women’s history; to some extent it also points to the future direction of the field.

The Study of the Civil War and the Changing Trend of American Historiography over the Past 150
Years//Xu Liang

As one of the most significant events in the history of the United States the Civil War has caused
many controversies almost ever since its outbreak. Influenced by the social changes and historical thoughts
of different period American historians in different periods have precipitated and engaged in many fierce
and prolonged debates on the causes nature and historical significance of the Civil War. The historiography
of the Civil War therefore has reflected the influences of various schools such the Progressive School
the Revisionist School the New Nationalist School the New Revisionist School and the Pluralistic Social
School in American historiography. As such it also helps demonstrate the changing ideas and trends of the

works of American historians from the mid 19th century to this day.

Historical Sources Methods and Perspectives: Beyond the Predicament in Studying Jiangnan’s
Urbanization in Late Imperial China//Jiang Weitao

As an important part of the research on Jiangnan ( Yangzi Delta) the study of its urbanization
involving cities towns population and economy has yielded fruitful outcomes. In addition to the general
theoretical framework provided by Gilbert Rozman and G. William Skinner some breakthroughs have been
made through certain case studies in recent years. Yet there is still room for improvement especially in
defining the “cities and towns” in Jiangnan with valid sources. Some studies also show the tendency of
overgeneralization. Consequently it remains unclear about the actual situation of the cities and towns in
Jiangnan and Jiangnan's overall urbanization level. To overcome these limitations the author suggests two
ways. One is to shift research focus by expanding the study from late imperial to modern period; the latter
can extend from the 19th century all the way to the mid 20th century. The other is to adopt alternative
perspectives by borrowing new methods from social sciences so that scholars can develop new interpretations
of the sources. He also believes that it might be useful to create two contrasting examples respectively from
the late imperial and modern periods for comparison in order to cast in relief the actual level of Jiangnans

urban development in different historical periods.



